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Dear Senior Manager Anne Stephenson,

Please accept my comments on Efficiency Maine's draft three-year plan. I think it is important
to rapidly increase energy efficiency strategies, helping Mainers reduce energy costs while
also addressing climate change/pollution. 

An aggressive energy conservation effort through air sealing and other weatherization
strategies ought to be the initial focus of Efficiency Maine, through the employment of
qualified vendors prior to the promotion heat pumps or funding of diverse heating systems and
appliances. I would like Efficiency Maine to increase the emphasis on adding insulation and
reducing air leaks in our homes as a necessary priority, prior to offering additional incentives.
If the most important energy efficiency step in residential housing is addressing air leakage
and insulation issues, then it would seem wise to offer strong incentives in this direction prior
to other energy efficiency initiatives.

The recent plan describes large amounts of potential savings from improvements to
commercial lighting and increased adoption of high-efficiency heat pumps while having a
rather slow pace for these energy efficiency improvements. LED lights ought to take far less
than the proposed 10 years to replace. With Maine city & town street lights, learning about the
dollar savings for taxpayers would seem a strong incentive. No doubt these public officials
need encouragement & education but LED lighting has made great gains in the past 2-4 years.
Most city/town administrators must have some positive experiences with LED lighting now. I
hope the LED street and commercial lighting program is focusing on light directed downward
rather than 360 degree light fixtures where it is practical and more purpose-focused. 

Efficiency Maine also needs to expand eligibility of its small business program. The current
program (limited to electricity demand of up to 25 kilowatts) serves the smaller businesses.
Similar efficiency programs in other states serve businesses of 100 or 200 kilowatts.
Efficiency Maine has found a successful model to ease the way for these small businesses.
Expanding the program to somewhat larger businesses seems a timely consideration.

Efficiency Maine's most important job is to help Maine households and businesses capture
energy efficiency savings as rapidly as can be achieved. Achieving many of the outlined goals
in a period of less than a decade, in light of such uncertainty regarding the variable impacts of
climate change seems essential.

Efficiency Maine has much to be proud of in how it is impacting households & businesses
throughout the state and its website is a very useful tool
for Maine residents. We have much to be thankful for with your work.

Kind regards,

Sincerely,
Pol Wheelock
25 Bunker Ave.
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